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INTRODUCTION

By Matthew Samulewski

On October 29, 2024, the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in
Canada and the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Canada
co-organized a special hybrid conference entitled In the Service
of Freedom and Global Security: The Enduring Legacies of
Tadeusz and Zbigniew Brzezinski in Ottawa, Canada.

The conference, held at the Embassy of the Republic of Poland
in Ottawa with 100 people in attendance, both in-person and
online, provided a significant opportunity to gather international
specialists to have important and timely discussions on the
history and contemporary current of transatlantic relations,
foreign policy, global security and strategy, and Russia’s barbaric
war against Ukraine, through the lens and legacies of two
important figures:

Tadeusz Brzezinski, who was a Polish diplomat and served as
the Polish government-in-exile’s Consul General in Montreal,
Canada, during the Second World War, and who was a founding
member of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in Canada.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, who grew up in Montreal and attended
McGill University, and was an international relations and foreign
policy scholar who served as the national security advisor to
President Jimmy Carter.

The conference featured three panels that discussed the
experiences, actions, and thought of both men and what lessons
can be learned from them in the context of Russia's 10-year
aggression against Ukraine, including Russia’'s full-scale
invasion starting in 2022, and the security implications for
Canada, the United States, and for Europe.






